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awarded £1,000 damages against Wood, and six years later his
suit against Halifax ended in his winning a further £4,000
damages. The Commons, however, voted No. 45 a seditious
libel, ordered it to be publicly burned, and declared that the
privilege of freedom from arrest did not extend to seditious
libels: this last was an innovation, for privilege had pre-
viously covered all crimes except treason, felony, and breach
of the peace: yet it was within the right of the Commons to
determine their own privileges. Wilkes now felt himself
in some personal danger, and fled abroad to seek recreation
in " amorous delights.>n The Commons ejected him,
and he was then outlawed for the republication of No. 45
in his absence.
So matters stood when, at the election of 1768, Wilkes The Middle-
was returned for Middlesex. He returned to England,
surrendered to his outlawry, and was imprisoned. The
outlawry was withdrawn, and he was fined £1,000 and
sentenced to twenty-two months' imprisonment, The pub-
lication of a further libel in the form of comments on a
letter of the Secretary of State to the Lambeth Magistracy,
recommending the use of the soldiery in case of disorder,
resulted in, his being a second time expelled from the House
on February 4, 1769. At the consequent election, only
twelve days later, he was re-elected: being again expelled
by the House, within a month he had been a third time
elected for the county and a third time expelled. Finally,
on April 13, he was a fourth time elected and a fourth time
ejected: but this time the Commons took the illegal step of
declaring Wilkes incapable of being elected. The House
then announced his unsuccessful rival as duly returned
and the latter thereupon took his seat.2
Neither Wilkes's previous character nor his violent and The case of
disgraceful  diatribes  during these incidents  arouse sym- yeais poi-
pathy.    His chief support came from the City and neigh-	"
bourhood of London, though he received considerable
favour from the rest of the country. But behind the.
1	Ency. Brit.—art. on Wilkes.
2	For documents on Wilkes's case, see Grant-Robertson, Select
Statutes, p. 440.
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